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The extant dramas of the three Tragedians contain a large number of terms 
with medical significance. The evidence relative to the use of these words 
assigns to them a technical or semi-technical status in the vocabulary of Hippo- 
cratic medicine. The nature of the term, the absence of earlier usage, the non- 
occurrence of most of the words in fifth-century literature other than Tragedy 
and the Corpus, and the manner in which the Tragedians employ them, suggests 
that they are derived ultimately (though probably not directly from any par- 
ticular treatise) from the vocabulary of Ionic medicine. These terms were used 
consciously by the Tragedians, either literally or metaphorically, and with pro- 
nounced effect upon literary style. 

In the process of the evolution of Tragedy in the fifth century 
B.C., the poets encountered a serious difficulty in the inadequacy 
of the language which they had inherited to express the new con- 
cepts and ideas of an intellectually flowering period. This in- 

adequacy caused them to introduce many tragic neologisms and 
to borrow from earlier writers, particularly Homer, as Aeschylus 
said, as well as from contemporary developments in learning and 
science. One of the contemporary sources from which they derived 
ideas as well as language, as I think can be demonstrated, was 
medical science, which, originating early in the fifth century and 

separating from philosophical speculation, expanded rapidly and 
culminated in the figure of Hippocrates in the latter half of the 

century and in the composition of the older treatises of the Hippo- 
cratic Corpus. The influence of general medical ideas and language 
on Tragedy is extensive. Modern commentators have noted some 
medical terms, while metaphors from medicine, expressed in poetic 
or non-technical language are employed in some plays with fre- 

quency, naturally with pronounced effect upon the style of the 
drama.2 Further, several attempts have been made, though with 
somewhat inconclusive results, to show direct influence of treatises 

1 E.g., the term &aTvararov a&Xyos vulnus incompositum, A. Ag. 1467, a metaphor 
of a wound which refuses to heal. Clearly Aeschylus was inspired in this terminology 
by a medical idea, but there is no evidence that the phrase was ever used technically 
in medicine. 

2W. B. Stanford, Aeschylus in his Style (Dublin, 1942) 54-7, has discussed briefly 
the influence of medical language upon Aeschylus' style. 
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of the Hippocratic Corpus or of Hippocratic medicine in general on 
the language and ideas of the Tragedians.3 This study is restricted 
to an examination of the technical or semi-technical medical terms 
used in Tragedy and similarly occurring in the Hippocratic Corpus 
or, in a few instances, in the physiological treatises of the pre- 
Socratic philosophers. Although such parallel usages cannot certify 
direct influence of any treatise of the Corpus upon the Tragedians, 
they do suggest that the use of the term in the oral and written 
tradition of medical science is the ultimate source for the occurrence 
of the word in Tragedy.4 

The tragedies contain a large number of technical medical terms 5 

whose use apparently derives, whether directly or indirectly, from 
the Corpus. For the most part, these terms may be paralleled in 
the older treatises,6 usually occurring therein quite extensively. 

3 Cf. J. Psichari, "Sophocles et Hippocrate," Rev. Philol. 32 (1908) 104f. Although 
a minimum of technical terms are involved, Psichari shows, with some success, the 
general influence of Hippocratic medicine on the symptoms of Philoctetes' disease in 
Sophocles' Philoctetes, 730-826. J. Dumortier, Le Vocabulaire Medical d'Eschyle et 
les Acrits Hippocratiques (Paris, 1935), with less concrete results, attempts to demon- 
strate Hippocratic influence upon Aeschylus' vocabulary as regards, for the most 
part, words which must have been common to the language from Homer on, e.g., 
Ovui6s, Kaptia, fprjv, ailua, baiKpv, the common anatomical terms, etc. W. Nestle, 
"Hippocratica," H 73 (1938) 24-7, suggests, incidentally to another purpose, an 
Hippocratic provenience for several fragments of Euripides (292, 917, 981). 

4 It is not my suggestion that the poet, in using a medical term, borrowed con- 
sciously and directly from a particular Hippocratic treatise, for the filiation of such 
words, with rare exceptions perhaps, could scarcely be established unless the whole 
literature were extant, and not even then incontestably. Yet it is by no means 
inconceivable, either from .the point of view of their intellectual activities or of chro- 
nology, that the three Tragedians had some acquaintance with the earlier treatises 
of the Corpus (cf. Nestle, op. cit., If.; and Jones, Hippocrates [Loeb ed.], 1.xivf., even 
speaks of three pre-Hippocratic treatises in the Corpus). Further, some such terms 
may have gained a limited currency from medical usage, without having at that date 
become common to the language of everyday life, as their infrequent occurrence 
suggests. It should not be overlooked that philosophy and medicine were not sepa- 
rated until late in the fifth century. 

I have recorded all, I think, of the technical or semi-technical medical terms in 
Tragedy. However, v6oos, voacw, iarpos, lao/uat, and similar words have been omitted. 
These words were common to the everyday language from very early times, used just 
as the corresponding terms in our language, and there is no reason to suspect any 
medical influence, except of the most general nature, when they occur. 

6 Though the various treatises cannot be dated precisely, there is almost general 
agreement as to those composed before the end of the fifth century B.C. Cf. RE s.v. 
"Hippocrates"; Jones, Hippocrates (Loeb ed.) 1. Introd.; J. Ilberg, "Die Arzteschule 
von Knidos," BSA W, Phil.-hist. Kl., 76 (1924) 3.25; K. Deichgraeber, Die Epidemien 
und das Corpus Hippocraticum, APAW (1933) no. 3. Only these earlier treatises 
have been cited in the first list of words. 
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These words are further distinguished by the fact that, with a few 
exceptions, they do not occur in Homer, nor earlier than the tragic 
or Hippocratic usage cited, nor are they found at all, or only very 
rarely, in other fifth-century literature.7 From the very nature of 
the word and because of its rare occurrence, or non-occurrence, 
elsewhere, there is every likelihood that the Tragedians were con- 
sciously using a word derived from the technical vocabulary of 
medicine. 

atiloppa'yris XE4C S. Ph. 825. This adjective (found only here) 
does not occur in the Corpus; but atiuoppayla, ati,oppay&o, al/IoppaytLKos 
and other formations from the same root are used technically with 
the utmost frequency in the Corpus and later medical literature, 
though they do not appear elsewhere (e.g., Hp. Aph. 5.16; Prog. 23; 
Epid. 1.1.6, 12, 14, etc.). As used by Sophocles, this medical term 
is very closely analogous to the Hippocratic ailuippovs 4XA', Fract. 
11; Art. 86.8 

aiboppvroL 4XE6es A. Fr. 230N. With this phrase, for which 
there is no parallel, compare the Sophoclean and Hippocratic terms 
cited above. 

aKavea "spine" of man, E. El. 492; Tro. 117; cf. A. Fr. 275N. 
This is one of the terms regularly used in the Corpus of the spine 
(e.g., Art. 14, 45, etc.). Diogenes of Apollonia (Diels5 B 6) twice 
used the expression vwrtaiav aKavOav in his physiological treatise.9 

a,uXilvo)r6s E. Fr. 1096N. Many words from this root recur 

frequently in the Corpus. Cf. a&,^Xvworta Aph. 3.31; a/3Xuv&vcrr 

Prog. 7; 10 and a,u/Xvwy.c,u6s Prog. 24. None is found outside of 
medical literature. 

a&,7'jfepos (sc. 7rupeTr) S. Fr. 507. aL&qrsEptivo is regularly found 
in the Corpus in distinguishing fevers as quotidian, tertian, or 

quartan. Cf. Hp. Morb. Sacr. 1; Epid. 1.6; Nat. lHom. 15. 

7 In the two following lists, I cite all the tragic uses of a word (unless stated to the 

contrary), but not all the Hippocratic uses. Additional references to the Corpus 
may be found for some of the terms in LSJ. If a word occurs in other fifth century 
literature, or earlier, citations are given unless an exception is mentioned. A few 

non-Hippocratic medical terms are included, on evidence from other sources. 
8 Cf. Psichari, op. cit. 104, who adduces examples of this expression and other 

similar expressions in the Corpus. 
9 The Aeschylean use is of the spine of fish, a sense in which the word is used by 

Democritus (Diels5 B 151). Herodotus (4.52) once uses the word of the spine of man. 
10 Sophocles coined a poetic equivalent for this verb and expressed by it a medical 

idea found in the Corpus: &a(Xuvfaei 6' 6 uVut' ir' 'ypws Fr. 647. 
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avaKX&o E. Or. 1471. Compare the medical usage of &avKXaacs 

"flexure," as well as the verb, in the Corpus: Art. 2, 78; Fract. 2, 13, 
etc." 

avLSvvos S. Aj. 554b; Ph. 883. This word is extremely rare 

except in the Corpus, where it occurs very commonly. Thus, Hp., 
Acut. 4 bis; Art. 8, 9, 13, etc.; Prog. 7 quater; Epid. 1.1 passim. 

a7roKavXlwo "fracture straight across," E. Supp. 717. Found 

only here and once in Thucydides 12 (2.76), this term is used in 
the Corpus of a certain type of fracture: cf. Art. 14, 32, 33; Fract. 45. 
The uncompounded root also produced several technical terms in 
medicine. 

apye,uov "albugo," S. Fr. 233. This is the only occurrence of the 

word except in medicine. The meaning of this medical term is 
established by Erotian Gloss. Hippocr. (47.11 Nachmanson): raOos 
TL Trepl robs 6 OaXuiovs XEUKKWcaTW&es (cf. Hesych. 1.272.28). It is 
used in the Corpus, Loc. Horn. 13, and in later medical literature. 

apOpov "joint," "socket," S. Tr. 769, 779; Ph. 1202, 1208; E. 
Tro. 1179; Bacch. 1300; El. 842.13 Used once by Empedocles 
(Diels5 B 17.22) and very frequently in the Corpus: Aph. 3.31; 
Art. 1, 45; Prog. 24; Fract. 37; Epid. 1.9; Aer. 15. 

apTrlpla "bronchial tube." 7rXev\uov6 r' &aprlplas S. Tr. 1054. 
Cf. apTr1PLWv Kictrfil Democritus (Diels5 B 120); Anaxagoras (Diels5 
B 10); and Hp. Art. 45, 69, etc.14 

apxala bvaLs A. Cho. 280 (of the flesh consumed by a XELX7v). 
Cf. Hesychius (1.294.75): 7 irpo rTo voa eOv KaTraraTaos (rapa 'I77roKpalre). 

Very similar is Erotian, Gloss. Hippocr. (41.15 Nachmanson). The 

expression is common in the Corpus: Art. 13, 16, 37, 53, 70; Epid. 
2.1.6; Aer. 8. 

6La.uvatvwc A. Fr. 54a (Smyth).15 Though the word is not re- 
corded elsewhere, for its meaning compare bLauuvbsw Hp. VC 21 
and the medical usage of btap6irTLs "mortification." 

11 Also once in Theopompus Com., and in Thucydides, but in a different sense. 
12 Thucydides also employed a number of medical terms because of Hippocratic 

influence. Cf. the list given by W. Nestle, op. cit. (see note 3) 29. 
13 This word does not occur in Homer or Aeschylus, nor earlier than the citations 

above. It is also used several times in the general sense of "limb" by the two 
Tragedians, as well as in the Corpus. 

14 On the development of the meaning of the word, cf. Jebb's note in the Appendix 
to his Trachinians (199f.). 

' AJPh 41 (1920) 105f. 
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ova6Ovula "state of depression." TIKTOVaL yap rot Kal voaovs 6vaOviAlaL 
S. Fr. 663.16 This word recurs commonly in the Corpus, especially 
in the case-histories of Epidemics 1 and 3: VM 10; Aph. 6.23; 
Epid. 1.18; Epid. 3.1 .s, 3.1.&a, 3.17.La. 

AXKW6riS "ulcerated," E. Hipp. 1359. Used technically in Hp. 
Epid. 3.7; Acut. 54. 

euppvov "foetus," A. Eum. 944. In this sense the word is com- 
mon in medicine: Hp. Aph. 5.31, 52; Morb. Sacr. 8; Aer. 7; Alim. 7. 
Also used by Antipho Soph. (Diels5 B 36). 

i,uu.oros A. Cho. 471 (the only use except in medicine). A 
technical term meaning "dressing with lint" for a wound. Both 
this and jTorOS, from which it was formed, and many derivative 

words, are common in medicine. Cf. Hp. Aph. 5.47; Art. 49, 50 

bis, 55; Mochl. 36, etc. 
I,7Trvos "suppurating." r71ve r' iAirvov patlv travrovros aXyovs S. 

Ph. 1378. This and many other terms from this root were used 

technically in medicine. Cf. Hp. Prog. 7, 17, 18, 23; Acut. 14; 
Aph. 5.10, 15; Art. 40, 49, etc. 

eia/p3X6o "miscarry." vnv'v e'au/3Xovitev E. Andr. 356. This 

word seems to have been peculiarly Attic,17 the common Hippocratic 
word being iKTLTpWaKW. There is no parallel in the Corpus except 
in the later treatises. 

cr4p'ye.os "with a film over the eye." aouara w,CjiuL&arca 7rappyejua 
A. Pr. 499.18 Used again by Aeschylus in Ag. 1113 and Cho. 665. 

Cf. Pollux (2.65) s.v. apyeiuos: Kal 6 rorV' EXWv &avopworos hraapyeuos. 

-The word was formed from appyeoov (cf. supra). The first extant 
technical use in medicine is in Aristotle (Hist. An. 609b16, 620a1). 

i7rXauji&avw "to attack" (of a disease). E7reLX71rrat voQw S. Ant. 
732. Cf. Hp. Aph. 5.5, 6.51; Morb. Sacr. 9, 12; VC 13, 19; Art. 49, 
etc.19 

'a,ia "remedy," A. Fr. 385 N. Cf. Hp. Acut. 6; Mochl. 37; 
Alim. 50. 

iaaiLuos (4ap,/aKots) A. Pr. 475; E. Or. 399. Cf. Hp. Morb. Sacr. 

11, etc. 
16 Three times in Euripides in a more general sense. 
17 Cf. Phrynichus, 288 Rutherford. Aristophanes used the word in Nub. 137. 
18 The scholiast on PV 499 says: ra XevKwuolartO,rv7a. For the use of ko#tatar6w 

cf. S. Fr. 710: &vrl yap rv4Xosov ecwlJaruorat . . . Kopas. The word, however, is not 

illustrated in medicine. 
19 The word occurs also in the same sense in Herodotus and Thucydides, and once 

again, in a different sense, in Tragedy. 
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iaaLs S. OT 68; El. 876. Very common in the Corpus: Aph. 2.17; 
Aer. 22; Fract. 4; Morb. Sacr. 1, 2, but not elsewhere in fifth century 
literature. 

larpevbo E. Fr. 917 N. Otherwise restricted to medicine: cf. 

Hp. Art. 46; Acut. 2, 72, etc.20 
axvatvco "reduce a swelling." prpLyva r t vOrv laxva'iv A. Pr. 

382. Cf. Eum. 267; E. Or. 298. This word is extremely common 
in the Corpus: e.g., Aph. 5.22, 25; Art. 50, 81; Fract. 21. 

Kalw "to cauterize," in surgery. KfTavrEs T rcLiwre A. Ag. 849. 
The same expression recurs in the Corpus: e.g., Aph. 6.27, 7.45; 
Aer. 11; Art. 40, 50. 

KaraXvaLvw A. Pr. 271; Eum. 138. Cf. Hp. Prog. 23. 

KovULt.o "alleviate," of a disease. aoi-ua Kov4tarO voaov E. Or. 43. 
Also Med. 473; S. Ph. 735.21 The word is very common in the case- 
histories of Epidemics 1 and 3; also Aph. 2.27. 

Xetxiv. "skin eruption." XeLXraS kfi&aovra 22 &apXaav a rvaLv A. 
Cho. 281. Cf. Eum. 785. The word is used of,a form of scurvy in 
the Corpus: Aph. 3.20; Alim. 20; Prorrh. 2.43. 

XLtro/,vXeV S. Fr. 496. For the medical use of the noun, cf. 

Hp. Aph. 7.8; of the adjective, Acut. 42. 
iueyraXo-rXarxvos E. M4ed. 109. The word occurs nowhere else 

except Hp. Epid. 3.17.tj; Acut. 50, 53, where it is used technically. 
The Euripidean usage is metaphorical. 

voaepos "diseased," E. Or. 1016; Hipp. 131, 179. The word is 
rare except in the Corpus: Aph. 7.67; Art. 50, etc.; Aer. 3, 6, 10, 14; 
Morb. Sacr. 5. 

vowmaZOS "spinal." vrWTtaa &pOpa E. El. 841. The only other 
early uses are found in Diogenes (Diels5 B 6) and the Corpus: 
Aph. 5.18; Art. 45, 47; Alim. 7. 

oaqvaXy7s "suffering from lumbago." obaqvaXyovs yepovros A. Fr. 
361 N.23 Cf. Hp. Coac. 154, 313, 606. 

raprlyopla A. Ag. 95. iraprqyop&e A. Eum. 509. The noun is 

20 There are several poetic variants from this stem: o XeLporQTXv?s laropia S. Tr. 
1001; iarfp S. Tr. 1209; iarp6oavrts A. Supp. 263; Ag. 1623; Eum. 62. 

21 There are other uses of the word in Sophocles and Euripides, without medical 
force. 

22 With the use of this verb, compare KateaOte Hp. VM 19; 6eorOLet Hp. Morb. 
Sacr. 14. 

23 In the same fragment and context, 6cvvoarasi (not found elsewhere) seems to be 
a purely poetic variant. 
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found in Hp. Epid. 3.17.17; the verb, Hp. Hum. 1; Acut. 58; the 

adjective, Hp. Acut. 62, 66; Aph. 5.22.24 
irvpraao E. Cyc. 228. This and other formations from'the root 

occur with great frequency in Hippocrates: e.g., Prog. 16, passim, 
the noun particularly in Epidemics 1 and 3. 

parpO "suture." paqas OarEwv E. Ph. 1159, cf. Supp. 503. Ex- 

tremely common in the Corpus: e.g., VC 1 (five times), 3, etc. 
araraios "convulsion." 25 fpvXdpEvov a'CaaTIoZL S. Tr. 805, cf. Tr. 

1082 (the only occurrences in Tragedy; once in Thucydides and 

Herodotus). Used very frequently in medicine: Hp. Aph. 2.26, 
5.25; Aer. 3; Epid. 1.6, 12; Prog. 24. 

avvtaXvalvw E. IA 694. Cf. Hp. Morb. Sacr. 5, 8, 11. 

aq?aKceXLtaoS "convulsion." E. Fr. 751 N. The word occurs in 

Hp. Art. 33, 50 bis, 86; VC 17; Fract. 11, etc. 

aqoaKeXos "convulsion." Kara 6' EyKEcKaXov 7rnlaa aaKeXos E. Hipp. 

1352. Cf. A. Pr. 878, 1045, cf. a4aKEcXovs rov iEKe4aXov Hp. Aer. 10, 

etc.; Aph. 7.78, etc. 
ao,S6vXos "vertebra," E. El. 841; Ph. 1413. Cf. Hp. Aph. 3.26; 

Art. 41, 45, passim. 
rTevw "to use the knife," in surgery. KCavTeES TeuOVTES A. Ag. 

849.26 Cf. T?ElVw xpoa E. Fr. 1072 N.27 

ro4rj "use of the knife," in surgery. irojlaas &haLpelv i1 0roroZta 
E. Fr. 403 N. Cf. the Hipocratic use in Art. 62; VC 13. 

4ayybaLva "cancerous sore." 28 oaay'EaLv' a&d I OV aapKas e-OleL 7roo6s 

A. Fr. 253 N. The word is literally used by Aeschylus in his 
Philoctetes in a line later repeated by Euripides (Fr. 792 N) with 

change of verb. For the medical usage, compare Hp. Aer. 10; 
Hum. 20. The verb faye6atvooouaL, as well as other formations from 
the root, occurs in medicine. 

4ap/iaKcev E. Andr. 355. Cf. Hp. Art. 67; Aph. 4.1, 4.12; Fract. 
11. 

24 The word occurs several other times in Tragedy in a general sense. 

26 arapay/o6s is used as a poetic equivalent. EK Iro &v 6' avo virepXEraL arapayPos 

eis aKpov Kapa A. Fr. 169. &rcbuvos arapaylAos 7rXevvo6vwv &avOt/aro S. Tr. 778. cf. 1254. 

Here the word is plainly medical in content, though it does not occur in medical 

literature. In the same manner, a&roXaKrLaojol, ftov A. Supp. 937. 
26 For Hippocratic illustrations, see under Kaiw supra. 
27 The expression roAC,vYrL rj.LaTL S. Aj. 582 is clearly medical in content, but the 

use of the verb cannot be paralleled in medicine. 
28 Sophocles uses a number of poetic equivalents for the medical idea in 4a'yebarva: 

a&rlbayov vPoov Ph. 313; bta/l6pos voaos Tr. 1083, cf. Ph. 7; flapvpCTr' (sc. v6aov) Ph. 694; 

SpbKo,iat Ph. 745, cf. Tr. 987. 
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xoXO "gall," "bile." rpoalr 29 Kcapifa KXvvi'vtov xoXis A. Cho. 
184. boxac xoX^s E. El. 828. 7rtKpav xoX7v S. Fr. 854. Cf. E. Fr. 
682 N. For the medical uses, cf. Hp. VM 19; Aer. 10; Aph. 4.23.30 

0XAk KoiXr7 "cava vena," E. Ion 1011. For this technical term, 
compare Hp. Morb. Sacr. 6, 10; Vict. 1.9. The simple qoXie occurs 
in A. Fr. 230 N and S. Ph. 825. Cf. Democritus (Diels5 B 135), 
and constantly in Hippocrates. 

In a second group have been collected words for which a status 
as semi-technical medical terms seems justifiable. These are of 
several types. Some are apparently technical in meaning, though 
parallels cannot be adduced from the earlier treatises of the Corpus, 
but only from later treatises (of uncertain date) and from Aristotle. 
Others may be found in early medical literature but not extensively 
enough to warrant for them a technical status. Some few occur 
in a technical sense in medicine and in Tragedy, but are also extant 
in other literature in a medical or non-medical sense. If full evi- 
dence were available, many of these words would perhaps be found 
to be technical. 

aiov&w A. Fr. 425 N. The lack of a context makes uncertain 
the exact interpretation of the word. It is rare, occurring only 
here and in the later Hippocratic treatises: Nat. Mul. 44; alo6aLts 
Liqu. 1. 

aKavcbj}fs (paXLs) E. Fr. 849 N. This expression recurs only in 
Aristotle, Hist. An. 516b20, 22, etc. 

&KOS. The Tragedians use the word commonly in metaphors as 
"cure" or "remedy." In four places it takes on the pharmacological 
significance of the potion compounded as a medical remedy. Thus, 
TroVrTv iaKr Touacla Kat XvrTpLa A. Supp. 268; cf. Ag. 17; Cho. 539; 
E. Andr. 121. This is not the commonest word for "remedy" in 
the Corpus, but it does occur: e.g., Fract. 30; Mochl. 21; Hum. 1, 20, 
etc.31 

a&X^ytua S. Ph. 1170, cf. 340; E. Fr. 507 N. The word occurs 
only here in fifth century literature, except in the Corpus, where it 
is very common: e.g., Aph. 3.17; Acut. 19; Epid. 1.15, 26, etc.32 

29 George Thomson, Oresteia, ad loc., cites some later instances of the use of 
7rpoaitraaoraOa especially of the rising of the gorge. 

30 The Tragedians also use the word as "anger." 
31 There are several poetic variants formed from this root. Thus, &Keo-^a A. Pr. 

482; aKETarop E. Andr. 900; &aearpov S. Fr. 480; Ich. 317; 4KEs06pos E, IQn 1005. 
32 As a poetic variant, iiXyrarLs S. Ph. 792. 
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aXcfrLua A. Pr. 479 (the only classical use). The specific medical 
content.is made more concrete by the addition of the adjectives 
fpcWaLJ, XpLTov O, P rtT ov defining its forms. Cf. Hp. Mul. 2.212; 
aXet7TrptLa Hp. Acut. 54; a\Xfaa6aL Reg. 1. 

a,ULXLtaKw "cause to miscarry," S. Fr. 132. Hesychius glosses 
the word (which is not found elsewhere until Plato) with ftau/3X6o 

and the Hippocratic word &KTTrp&aKWo.33 

avapOpos "without joints," S. Tr. 1103; E. Or. 227; Fr. 557 N. 
Cf. the Hippocratic use in Aer. 19, 24. 

avOwe, of disease.34 A. Cho. 1009. iVGrlKEV (sc. voaos) S. Tr. 1089. 

aK7X7r1ov ,uavtas &avos S. Tr. 998. In these places the word occurs 

with a significance which may be paralleled in the Corpus: e.g., 
AMorb. Sacr. 8; Epid. 1.25; Hum. 8. &vOos "eruption," Hp. Coac. 

416 (also, ktavOew and 9avOrq,ua frequently). 
acrepao A. Ag. 1599. This verb had later medical usages, and 

other compounds of Epdao, which does not occur, especially cepa&w, 
are found in medicine (e.g., Hp. VC 15; Morb. 4.49). 

aarl "nausea." E1ravcr Kaptlav ao-gs E. Med. 245. Cf. aia7/ repi 

T7rv Kap5lav Hp. Epid. 7.10; Aph. 5.61; VM 19; Epid. 3.17. i, -.35 

ao-5aaaroos "without convulsion," A. Ag. 1293; S. Aj. 833. On 

this term, the scholiast says: aaKapiarco Katl aoraaJ.6v Ar eXOVTr. aOaaaeLv 

5 e\Xeyov TO aTrra6OaL KaL aTaKe\XieLv and quotes Fr. 1020 N of Euripides. 
Cf. aoaacao infra. 

a&pw6r&s "foamy." acrTAaTros k&pwd677s TrXavos E. Or. 220. The 

adjective occurs in Hp. Prog. 18; Aph. 5.13; Acut. 53; Coac. 402. 

tLatOaaw "pierce." 5te irXevupXv, (sc. o-raao-os) S. Tr. 1082. Cf. 

E. Hipp. 1351. Though this word occurs three times in Tragedy 
without medical significance, here it has the same meaning as in 

Hp. Morb. 1.5.22; Mul. 1.35. 

tLappor. The word is found only twice, in Euripides, who uses 

it in anatomical description: 'rvevbuaros Lappoas Hec. 567; cf. Fr. 983 N. 

56Lta7po4os "distorted," of the eyes. &raoTpokov 6O0aXut6v S. Tr. 

794; btaarp6olovs iXLacret Kopas E. HF 868; Bacch. 1122, cf. 1166; HF 

932. In the diagnosis of epilepsy, r& 6i/iiaraa &ca-rpEfovrTaL is stated 

33 S. Fr. 1000 furnishes a word a/,/Xovxta "abortion," found nowhere else. Photius 

(Reitzenstein 89.14) glosses it with &aoXwcts, a term used by Aristotle. 
34 In a general significance both the verb and the noun are of course common in 

Tragedy. 
35 The word occurs in a milder sense several times in Tragedy and in lyric poetry. 
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as one of the symptoms (Hp. Morb. Sacr. 10 bis; cf. Aph. 4.49; 
Arist. Prob. 960a13, and aaarrpoqr ba'tarwv, Arist. Prob. 958a6).36 

6vaOepa&reuros S. Aj. 609. The word is rare, but found in a later 
medical treatise (Hp. Medic. 10). The verb Oepa7revw was common 
in medicine: e.g., Hp. Aph. 6.38; Fract. 11, etc.37 

6vaiaros A. Ag. 1103; E. Med. 520. Cf. Hp. Art. 14. 
KOv'jaKw S. Tr. 568. This rare word occurs only here and in 

later Hippocratic treatises (e.g., Epid. 5.42). 
rKTvo/7 "exhalation," of death, E. Hipp. 1438. The term was 

later commonly used as opposed to ava7rvofr and eic7rvorj. So Hp. 
Epid. 6.6.1; Arist. Sens. 436a15; Resp. 471a8. 

eXartjptos. KacaptofLatLv \XarTplots A. Cho. 968. Compare the Hip- 
pocratic iXarjpLa cap/uaKa Acut. 2; Epid. 5.7. 

EXKoS "ulcer." Oeplporarazv alpt.aa& K)KLOIAEvav ;\XKEWV S. Ph. 695. Cf. 
S. Ant. 972; E. Tr. 1232; Fr. 1086 N. The word is of course ex- 
tremely common in this sense in the Corpus: Art. 63; Aer. 4, 7; 
Fract. 25, passim.38 

\XKOU E. Hec. 405.39 Very common in medicine: Hp. Aer. 22; 
VM 19; Prog. 23, etc. ;XKativ' "fester" is found only in A. Cho. 843. 

,&Wo. tiuovoaa 6OpOu/ovs A. Eum. 184, cf. 730. The word is Homeric 
and perhaps became common. It occurs frequently in the Corpus: 
Epid. 1.26.e, etc.; Art. 31, and produced many technical terms. 

,A7rLrrTo. 7rptv ei/reaetv arapay,o6v S. Tr. 1253, cf. Ph. 699. Quite 
common in medicine: Hp. Aer. 7; Aph. 4.46; 4.80; Morb. Sacr. 20. 

evOO1pos "malignant." PvOOpov 0roa6s (sc. \XK,Wv) S. Ph. 698. Cf. 
TreOfvpwAEvov ?XKOs Diosc. 3.9.3 and Thphr. Char. 19.3, of an ulcer 
becoming malignant.40 

Op6 o,os "clot." Opbou4ov ac'iLaTos A. Cho. 533, cf. 546; Eum. 184. 
This word is rare except in the Hippocratic Corpus: Aph. 4.80, 7.39; 
Morb. 2.75 and frequently in the later treatises. 

Opou.t&6ets capol S. Tr. 702. Cf. Hp. Aph. 4.69. 
Karao-raotas "natural condition," used with reference to the 

36 The same symptom is described poetically by A. PV 882: rpoXoS&veiraL 6' ti laO' 

37 Oepacrevw in a medical sense and other words from this root are common in 
medicine, but oddly lacking in Tragedy. Aeschylus has no word from this root; 
Sophocles uses only the verb once; Euripides has the verb several times as well as 
other formations, all without medical significance, except possibly E. Hipp. 186. 

38 Used metaphorically, it occurs in A. Ag. 640 (cf.' XKorotai A. Sept. 398); S. Ant. 
652. The word in the sense of "wound" occurs in Homer. 

39 Metaphorically, in E. Alc. 878; Supp. 223. 
40 Cf. A. E. Taylor, CR 45 (1931) 172 on the use of the word as "verminous," 

with a literal medical sense, in A. Ag. 562. 

Vol. lxxv] 165 



Harold W. Miller 

6to, caTwv, E. Aed. 1197. This significance of the word may be 
paralleled by KaTarorasaLs rov Xp ,jLtaros Kal roV o.aotLaros Hp. Prorrh. 2.4.41 

KXV'wo "purge." TLrKpqw rtKpa& KXbVOVocfl apptKCC XOXfv S. Fr. 854. 
Cf. E. Hipp. 654; IT 1193. Cf. Hp. Acut. 19. 

KOZXoV "cavity" of the body. ra KOLXa yao-rpos E. Ph. 1411. 
This sense of the word is common in the later Hippocratic treatises 
(Epid. 5.48; Mul. 2.119; Nat. Mul. 9) and in Aristotle. 

KpvlOs "chill." KpvULOS cLVTTS rXEUvp& yvUaiveL XoXis E. Fr. 682 N. 

KPVUOYV oepwO yvaeOolrfv et a&qIjtiLepov S. Fr. 507. The word was perhaps 
used by Democritus once (Diels5 A 152) and in the Corpus: Morb. 
4.53. 

Kvu.a "foetus," A. Eum. 659; E. Fr. 106 N. Cf. A. Cho. 128. 
Here may be mentioned also KVW, E. Fr. 207 N and kyKVricov, E. Tr. 11. 

XEVKacS Kopocas A. Cho. 282. This expression refers to the hairs 

growing upon the skin attacked by a form of leprosy called XeUKr7. 
Thus, Hp. Prorrh. 2. 

Xijts "cessation." XuLt virooaiv r re b6x0v A. Eum. 505. The 
noun is not illustrated in medicine, though X\ryw occurs in a medical 
context in S. Aj. 274; Ph. 768 and frequently in the Corpus: e.g., 
Aer. 11; Epid. 1.22, etc.42 

juaXarrca "relieve." vaoov AuaXaxGOs S. Ph. 1334. So used in Hp. 
Epid. 3.17.s; Coac. 380. 

/LeXSayxoXos S. Tr. 573. The great frequency of /,eXayXoXia and 
related words in the Corpus (Aer. 10; Aph. 3.14, 20, 4.9; Acut. 61, 
etc.) suggests a medical origin for this usage. 

Avuunv, oc^,a S. Ant. 410, cf. 1008; OT 1278. Cf. crap jivCao-a Hp. 
VC 15; Ulc. 10. 

wvaraTTroiua "feel nausea," E. Med. 1149. Cf. Hp. Morb. 2.48. 
voa\rXeLa "matter from an ulcer," S. Ph. 39. From this stem 

also are voo7rXevo-as S. Fr. 215 and avoa7rXEvros S. Fr. 264. 

oarEo&v b6ay.6's &avTrioraaros S. Tr. 770. 6bayCt6s occurs only here, 
but 6Oat,uo-l6s is found in the Corpus (Aph. 3.25) as is a66ao,uat (used 
metaphorically by Sophocles in Fr. 1127). 

7ravXav vo'ov capepas S. Ph. 1329. a&varavXa E. Fr. 912 N. So 

used in Hp. Mul. 2.124; Flat. 9.43 

41 e'uvvs Trpoa'rov E. Med. 1198 seems used in the sense in which etvvij "natural 

excellence" is twice found in the Corpus: Art. 82; Off. 4. 
42 W. Headlam, CR 17 (1903) 286, claims for XiLs a technical status. This view 

is expanded by G. Thomson, Oresteia, ad loc., who cites numerous passages supporting 
a medical significance, as also for vro66oav. However, none except very late passages 
can be adduced, and then not very clear examples. The term cannot be shown to be 

fully technical. 
43 Cf. the poetic ravcorrpa voaov (of Asclepius), S. Ph. 1438. 
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Irercov "assuaged," S. OC 437. Cf. Hp. VM 19; Epid. 6.2.16. 
TrepLU6SOS A. Ag. 1448. This word, which occurs only here in 

poetry, and the verbal and substantive forms from this root are 
common in the Corpus: e.g., Aph. 6.10, 7.52; Acut. (Sp.) 34. 

,rjLiua "sore," "tumor." 7r?j' a7roarpEcaL voaov (by cautery or 
surgery) A. Ag. 850. aKos rotatlov orr7arwcov A. Cho. 539. Cf. S. Aj. 
582; Ph. 765. 

rtLueX'7 S. Ant. 1011. The word is very rare, except in the Corpus: 
Aer. 19, 21; Art. 41; Alim. 7. Also Democritus once (Diels5 A 13). 

7ruXaL 5e Ka 6oxaL xoXs E. El. 828. rvXXaL is the "portal fissure," 
and so used in Hp. Epid. 2.4.1; Anat. 1; Arist. HA 496b32. 

aKapSaaivatco E. Cyc. 626. Cf. Hp. Coac. 77; Int. 43; Arist. 
Phgn. 807b7. 

aKEOpbO A. PV 102, 488; E. Fr. 87 N. The only other uses of the 
word, until late, are in the Corpus: e.g., Art. 50; Mul. 1.11. The 
Euripidean fragment is quoted by Erotian in his gloss on the word, 
Gloss. Hippocr. (119.15 Nachmanson). 

oTraw "cause convulsion." au7raro 7reaov6e Kac uier&aparos S. Tr. 786. 
For the medical usage, cf. Hp. Art. 67; Aph. 5.5. 

aoa&aco "to suffer convulsion." 6a 6' &'a6a'ev, obK XCOwv &raXXa'yas 
E. Fr. 1020 N. Cf. Hp. Mul. 1.38.44 The word is equivalent to 
a1raaOac and ataKeXIceLv, according to the scholiast on S. Aj. 833. 

acptLyawo "to be swollen" (of an ulcer at the bursting point), A. 
PV380. 

reivw "to shred," of herbs. rTeveL aKos E. Andr. 121; EvrTE.etv 
aiKs A. Ag. 17; 4ap,IaKa aPTLTe,^uvW E. Alc. 971; TroJiaov aLKOs A. Cho. 539; 
Supp. 267. The usage is pharmacological. 

repOpov E. Fr. 371 N. Erotian, Gloss. Hippocr. (126.12 Nach- 
manson) defines the word and cites the passage of Euripides as an 
illustration. Cf. Hp. de mul. aff. 2.125. The word was also used 
by Empedocles (Diels5 B 100.4). 

viretz,3pvo6 S. Fr. 1127.4. This word does not occur elsewhere. 
Oapiaaao,l'r Xpiuaros . . . . rapyryoplaLs A. Ag. 94. A parallel 

usage is to be seen in Hp. Morb. Sacr. 1. 
,oavXrA &atrp. "lean diet," E. Fr. 213.4 N. qaAXos, rare in 

Aeschylus and Sophocles, is especially Euripidean. The phrase 
has here the technical sense observed in the Corpus: e.g., Fract. 36; 
Art. 49, etc. This is the only place (along perhaps with E. Fr. 
917 N) in which 6iaLra attains something of the significance in 
which it is used very commonly in medicine. 

44 The word in A. Pers. 194; S. Fr. 848; E. Fr. 821 N is not medical. 
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